
ANGLER GUIDE

Unlike many stream basins, there are no large reservoirs in the Missouri portion of the Spring River
Basin. However, anglers can enjoy fishing for largemouth bass, bluegill and channel catfish in several
small lakes and ponds located on three Missouri Department of Conservation areas within the basin
(Robert E. Talbot Conservation Area (CA), Shawnee Trail CA and Dorris Creek Prairie). Two
community lakes managed by the Missouri Department of Conservation are also open to public fishing.

The basins stream fishery is diverse and provides the majority of the fishing opportunities in the Spring
River Basin. Rainbow trout populations exist in the headwaters of the Spring River and Center Creek.
These populations are self-sustaining. Both rainbow trout and brown trout are present in the Capps Creek
Trout Management Area and are maintained by frequent stockings. Public access to Capps Creek is
available, but stream frontage along the coldwater reaches of Spring River and Center Creek is largely in
private ownership.                                                             

All three species of black bass are present in the major tributary streams within the basin. Generally,
smallmouth bass are more prevalent in the upstream reaches, while spotted bass are more prominent in
downstream reaches. Largemouth bass are present throughout most stream reaches. Anglers can usually
target a particular bass species by fishing specific habitats. Fishing fast, deep water around large boulders
is likely to produce smallmouth bass. Largemouth bass are usually found around woody cover in the
slow, deep pools and in backwater areas. Plastic grubs, crayfish and minnow imitations, along with
crankbaits and buzz baits, are good choices to use for catching black bass. Public access and good black
bass fishing opportunities are available on Shoal Creek, Center Creek and the Spring River. Jones and
Jenkins creeks are tributaries to Center Creek and offer good wade fishing, especially for smallmouth
bass.

Excellent rock bass (goggle-eye) angling can be found in Shoal Creek. Center Creek and Spring River
also contain rock bass in good numbers. Anglers using small crayfish baits and plastic grubs can usually
catch some rock bass. Longear, bluegill and green sunfish are other sunfish species that anglers will
frequently encounter on streams within the Spring River Basin.

Limb lines and trotlines are popular fishing methods employed to catch catfish in the downstream
reaches of the Spring River and the North Fork of the Spring River. These areas have reduced water
clarity and provide ideal habitat for catfish. Numbers and sizes of channel catfish in these population are
very good.

 Many of the streams in the Spring River Basin also have abundant populations of large suckers, but low
visibility usually prevents successful gigging trips until late in the season.
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